3 January 2019
The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Senator Thune:
On behalf of Sea Service Family Foundation, The American Legion, Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer
Association, Coast Guard Enlisted Association, Chief Warrant Officer and Warrant Officer Association of
the United States Coast Guard, Fleet Reserve Association our more than 2.5 million supporters and
members, and the below signed associations, we applaud you in introducing S. 21, the Pay Our Coast
Guard Act. The impact this shutdown has had on our men and women of the Coast Guard has been
unnecessary and caused a serious amount of stress during the holidays.
In order to conduct operations as normal, this act provides for sums as necessary to provide pay and
allowances to members of the Coast Guard, including reserve components who perform active service
and inactive duty training, as well as the retirees who dedicated their careers in defense of our nation. This
act also calls for pay for civilian employees of the Coast Guard, and such sums as necessary to provide
pay and allowances to contractors of the Coast Guard.
Our Coast Guard personnel carry out an expansive multi-mission responsibility as it relates to both
national and homeland security. This current government shutdown and any such future situations of this
nature brings a severe hardship on our active duty members, who work in the same capacity as their
military counterparts of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force.
In addition, this government shutdown will pose an extreme hardship on Coast Guard and other social
services relief programs such as the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, which by its charter is available to
assist personnel for financial needs under circumstances of this nature.
No member of our military service should ever live in fear of not being paid. While we applaud your
efforts to fix this injustice that would have led to the loss of pay for our Coast Guard during a shutdown,
we are encouraged by your leadership, to start discussions to ensure our men and women of the Armed
Forces are protected from losing pay, in the event of future shutdowns. We would encourage your office
to work with our coalition in the 116th Congress as we strive to find legislation, that would address this
issue, that is becoming a normal for the men and women of the Military.
As a coalition of Military and Veteran Service Organizations, we stand behind you in seeing this
legislation passed, and look forward to working with you to get it onto the Presidents desk.

Thank you for taking an active role in such an important issue to the Military community by working to
improve the lives and careers of those who serve our great nation.
Very Respectfully,

Sea Service Family, Foundation
Coast Guard Enlisted Association
The American Legion
Vietnam Veterans of America
Military Order of Purple Heart
Military Officers Association of America
Association of the United States Army
Air Force Association
Non-Commissioned Officers Association
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Service Women’s Action Network
Jewish War Veterans of the USA
Army and Navy Union
Military Order of World Wars
Navy League of the United States
US Army Warrant Officers Association
Army Aviation Association of America

Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association
CWOA, USCG
Veterans of Foreign Wars
American Veterans (AMVETS)
The Independence Fund
Reserve Officers Association
Association of the United States Navy
Marine Corps Reserve Association
National Military Family Association
Fleet Reserve Association
Armed Forces Retirees Association
American Military Society
Military Order of Foreign Wars
The Flag and General Officers' Network
Hamilton County Veterans Association
Tragedy Assistance Programs for Survivors
TREA: The Enlisted Association

9 January 2019
The Honorable Peter DeFazio (OR-4)
United States House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Chairman DeFazio:
On behalf of Sea Service Family Foundation, The American Legion, Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer
Association, Coast Guard Enlisted Association, Chief Warrant Officer and Warrant Officer Association of
the United States Coast Guard, Fleet Reserve Association our more than 6.5 million supporters and
members, and the below signed associations, we applaud you in introducing the H.R. 367 - Pay Our Coast
Guard Parity Act of 2019. The impact this shutdown has had on our men and women of the Coast Guard
has been unnecessary and caused a serious amount of stress during the holidays.
In order to conduct operations as normal, this act provides for sums as necessary to provide pay and
allowances to members of the Coast Guard, including reserve components who perform active service
and inactive duty training, as well as the retirees who dedicated their careers in defense of our nation. This
act also calls for pay for civilian employees of the Coast Guard, and such sums as necessary to provide
pay and allowances to contractors of the Coast Guard.
Our Coast Guard personnel carry out an expansive multi-mission responsibility as it relates to both
national and homeland security. This current government shutdown and any such future situations of this
nature brings a severe hardship on our active duty members, who work in the same capacity as their
military counterparts of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force.
In addition, this government shutdown will pose an extreme hardship on Coast Guard and other social
services relief programs such as the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, which by its charter is available to
assist personnel for financial needs under circumstances of this nature.
No member of our military service should ever live in fear of not being paid. While we applaud your
efforts to fix this injustice that would have led to the loss of pay for our Coast Guard during a shutdown,
we are encouraged by your leadership, to start discussions to ensure our men and women of the Armed
Forces are protected from losing pay, in the event of future shutdowns. We would encourage your office
to work with our coalition in the 116th Congress as we strive to find legislation, that would address this
issue, that is becoming a normal for the men and women of the Military.
As a coalition of Military and Veteran Service Organizations, we stand behind you in seeing this
legislation passed, and look forward to working with you to get it onto the Presidents desk.

Thank you for taking an active role in such an important issue to the Military community by working to
improve the lives and careers of those who serve our great nation.
Very Respectfully,

Sea Service Family, Foundation
Coast Guard Enlisted Association
The American Legion
Vietnam Veterans of America
Military Order of Purple Heart
Military Officers Association of America
Association of the United States Army
Air Force Association
Non-Commissioned Officers Association
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Service Women’s Action Network
Jewish War Veterans of the USA
Army and Navy Union
Military Order of World Wars
Navy League of the United States
US Army Warrant Officers Association
Army Aviation Association of America

Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association
CWOA, USCG
Veterans of Foreign Wars
American Veterans (AMVETS)
The Independence Fund
Reserve Officers Association
Association of the United States Navy
Marine Corps Reserve Association
National Military Family Association
Fleet Reserve Association
Armed Forces Retirees Association
American Military Society
Military Order of Foreign Wars
The Flag and General Officers' Network
Hamilton County Veterans Association
Tragedy Assistance Programs for Survivors
TREA: The Enlisted Association

January 3, 2019
The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Thune,
As the former senior enlisted leaders of the U.S. Coast Guard, we join in with the Sea Service
Family Foundation, along with several military service organizations in applauding you and your
Senate colleagues for introducing Senate Bill 21, Pay Our Coast Guard Act, before the 116th
Congress. This particular proposed legislation would ensure that entitled pay for our all of our
Coast Guard members, active duty, reserve, retired and civilians would not be disrupted in the
event of a government shutdown. Approval of this legislation would also bring parity with the
Department of Defense military and civilian personnel.
Our Coast Guard personnel carry out an expansive multi-mission responsibility as it relates to
both national and homeland security. This current government shutdown and any such future
situations of this nature brings a severe hardship on our active duty members, who work in the
same capacity as their military counterparts of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force.
In addition, this government shutdown will pose an extreme hardship on Coast Guard and other
social services relief programs such as the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, which by its charter is
available to assist personnel for financial needs under circumstances of this nature.
While this is a fix for the current shutdown, further legislation needs to be written and
introduced to ensure all branches of the military are protected from losing pay in the event of a
shutdown going forward.
We greatly appreciate your support in this matter.
Sincerely,
Hollis B. Stephens, 3rd Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Carl W. Constantine, 4th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Robert J. Lloyd, 6th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Eric A. Trent, 7th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Vincent W. Patton III, 8th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Frank A. Welch, 9th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Charles W. Bowen, 10th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Michael P. Leavitt, 11th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Steven W. Cantrell, 12th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard

January 9, 2019
The Honorable Peter DeFazio
Chairman, House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee
United States House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman DeFazio,
As the former senior enlisted leaders of the U.S. Coast Guard, we join in with the Sea Service
Family Foundation, along with numerous military service organizations in applauding you and
your congressional colleagues for supporting proposed legislation that would ensure entitled pay
for our all of our Coast Guard members, active duty, reserve, retired and civilians would not be
disrupted in the event of a government shutdown. Approval of this legislation would also bring
parity with the Department of Defense military and civilian personnel.
Our Coast Guard personnel carry out an expansive multi-mission responsibility as it relates to
both national and homeland security. This current government shutdown and any such future
situations of this nature brings a severe hardship on our active duty members, who work in the
same capacity as their military counterparts of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force.
In addition, this government shutdown will pose an extreme hardship on Coast Guard and other
social services relief programs such as the Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, which by its charter is
available to assist personnel for financial needs under circumstances of this nature.
While this is a fix for the current shutdown, further legislation needs to be written and
introduced to ensure all branches of the military are protected from losing pay in the event of a
shutdown going forward.
We greatly appreciate your support in this matter.
Sincerely,
Hollis B. Stephens, 3rd Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Carl W. Constantine, 4th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Robert J. Lloyd, 6th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Eric A. Trent, 7th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Vincent W. Patton III, 8th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Frank A. Welch, 9th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Charles W. Bowen, 10th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Michael P. Leavitt, 11th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard
Steven W. Cantrell, 12th Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard

January 7, 2019
The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Thune:
On behalf of the nearly 2 million members of The American Legion, we are pleased to express support
for S.21, a bill making continuing appropriations for Coast Guard pay in the event an appropriations
act expires prior to the enactment of a new appropriations act. The U.S. Coast Guard is the only military
branch working without pay during the current government shutdown.
In order to conduct operations as normal, S. 21 provides funding necessary to provide pay and
allowances to members of the Coast Guard, including reserve components who perform active service
and inactive duty training, as well as the retirees who dedicated their careers in defense of our nation.
This act also calls for pay for civilian employees of the Coast Guard, and such funding necessary to
provide pay and allowances to contractors of the Coast Guard.
No member of our military service should ever live in fear of not being paid. We look forward to
working with you during the 116th Congress to pass legislation that will address this issue permanently.
Coast Guard personnel carry out an expansive real-world responsibility as it relates to both national
and homeland security. This current government shutdown and any such future situations of this nature
brings a severe hardship on our active duty members, who work in the same capacity as their
counterparts of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force. The American Legion recognizes that
families of deployed and activated military personnel face unique difficulties and hardships. In that
vein, we would like to remind all Coast Guard families can request assistance from The American
Legion Temporary Financial Assistance program at www.legion.org/financialassistance
Through American Legion Resolution No. 23, Support for the Department of Homeland Security and
Coast Guard, passed in 2017, we support legislation that fully funds the United States Coast Guard to
achieve its numerous vital missions. The American Legion sincerely appreciates your leadership and
support of our servicemembers and veterans.
For God & Country,

Brett P. Reistad
National Commander

January 4th, 2019
The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
511 Senate Dirksen
Washington, D.C. 20510
Senator Thune:
On behalf of National Military and Veterans Alliance, a non-partisan advocacy group comprised of the
organizations listed below, we offer our steadfast support for S. 21: “Pay Our Coast Guard Act”.
This legislation makes continuous appropriations for Coast Guard pay during a government shutdown.
The impact the shutdown is having today on our Coast Guard servicemembers is unnecessary and must be
rectified to eliminate the negative effect to our Coast Guard members and their families. Your bill will
end these effects during the current government shutdown and prevent them in the event of future
shutdowns.
Your bill will allow the Coast Guard to conduct its mission by providing for sums, as necessary, to
provide pay and allowances to members of the Coast Guard, including reserve components who perform
active service and inactive duty training. Your bill also calls for pay for civilian employees of the Coast
Guard, and such sums as necessary to provide pay and allowances to contractors of the Coast Guard and
to provide for Coast Guard retired pay.
Services under the control of the Department of Defense are being paid but we must provide a way for
our oldest service, the Coast Guard, to be paid as well. Thank you for taking an active role in such an
important issue to the military community by working to improve the lives and careers of those who serve
our great nation.
The National Military and Veterans Alliance stands ready to assist you in getting this bill passed and we
look forward to working with you now and in the future on behalf of our military, veterans, retirees, and
family members.
Sincerely,

Ted Painter
Co-Director
National Military & Veterans Alliance
Executive Director
Armed Forces Retirees Association
508-335-3616
painter@armedforcesretirees.org

Aleks Morosky
Co-Director
National Military & Veterans Alliance
National Legislative Director
Military Order of the Purple Heart
703-642-5360 Ext. 117
aleksmorosky@purpleheart.org

National Military & Veterans Alliance: 6022 Knights Ridge Way, Alexandria, VA. 22310

www.nmva.us

National Military and Veterans Alliance Member Organizations Supporting Your Legislation
American Military Society
American Retirees Association
AMVETS
Armed Forces Retirees Association
Army and Navy Union
Association of the United States Navy
The Independence Fund
Military Order of Foreign Wars
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Military Order of World Wars
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Reserve Officers Association
Sea Service Family Foundation
The Flag and General Officers’ Network
Vietnam Veterans of America

National Military & Veterans Alliance: 6022 Knights Ridge Way, Alexandria, VA. 22310

www.nmva.us

January 9th, 2019
The Honorable Peter Defazio
United States House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Congressman Defazio:
On behalf of the National Military and Veterans Alliance, a non-partisan advocacy group comprised of the
organizations listed below, we offer our steadfast support for the Pay Our Coast Guard Act.
This legislation makes continuous appropriations for Coast Guard pay during a government shutdown.
The impact the shutdown is having today on our Coast Guard servicemembers is unnecessary and must be
rectified to eliminate the negative effect to our Coast Guard members and their families. Your bill will
end these effects during the current government shutdown and prevent them in the event of future
shutdowns.
Your bill will allow the Coast Guard to conduct its mission by providing for sums, as necessary, to
provide pay and allowances to members of the Coast Guard, including reserve components who perform
active service and inactive duty training. Your bill also calls for pay for civilian employees of the Coast
Guard, and such sums as necessary to provide pay and allowances to contractors of the Coast Guard and
to provide for Coast Guard retired pay.
Services under the control of the Department of Defense are being paid but we must provide a way for
our oldest service, the Coast Guard, to be paid as well. Thank you for taking an active role in such an
important issue to the military community by working to improve the lives and careers of those who serve
our great nation.
The National Military and Veterans Alliance stands ready to assist you in getting this bill passed and we
look forward to working with you now and in the future on behalf of our military, veterans, retirees, and
family members.
Sincerely,

Ted Painter
Co-Director
National Military & Veterans Alliance
Executive Director
Armed Forces Retirees Association
508-335-3616
painter@armedforcesretirees.org

Aleks Morosky
Co-Director
National Military & Veterans Alliance
National Legislative Director
Military Order of the Purple Heart
703-642-5360 Ext. 117
aleksmorosky@purpleheart.org

National Military & Veterans Alliance: 6022 Knights Ridge Way, Alexandria, VA. 22310

www.nmva.us

National Military and Veterans Alliance Member Organizations Supporting Your Legislation
American Military Society
American Retirees Association
AMVETS
Armed Forces Retirees Association
Army and Navy Union
Association of the United States Navy
Healing Household 6
Military Order of Foreign Wars
Military Order of the Purple Heart
Military Order of World Wars
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Reserve Officers Association
Sea Service Family Foundation
Society of Military Widows
The Flag and General Officers’ Network
The Independence Fund
Vietnam Veterans of America

National Military & Veterans Alliance: 6022 Knights Ridge Way, Alexandria, VA. 22310

www.nmva.us

January 16, 2019
The Honorable John Thune
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Jeff Van Drew
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Thune and Representative Van Drew:
The Military Coalition (TMC), representing more than 5.5 million current and former service members,
veterans and their families and survivors, strongly supports S. 21/ H.R. 350, the Pay Our Coast Guard
Act of 2019. This legislation would ensure that members of the Coast Guard are paid on time even when
there is a lapse in appropriations. Thank you for introducing this important legislation in support of our
service men and women. We ask that the legislation be expanded to include commissioned officers of the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Public Health Service (PHS),
many of whom are detailed to agencies affected by the current shutdown.
Like their fellow members of the Uniformed Services, members of the Coast Guard, PHS and NOAA do
essential work to protect the security of our nation. During the current government shutdown, they
continue to safeguard our waterways, intercept attempts to smuggle drugs and other contraband, and
provide health care in prisons and on Native American reservations, among many other vital functions –
all without pay. They serve and sacrifice just as members of the armed forces do – and in fact, they take
the same oath to preserve and protect the Constitution. Our Nation owes it to them to ensure they are paid
on time.
The Pay Our Coast Guard Act takes an important first step by enabling members of the Coast Guard to
receive their pay even in the event of a government shutdown or lapse of appropriations. The TMC
supports this legislation and asks that it be extended to cover the other members of the Uniformed
Services.
Thank you again for introducing this legislation and we look forward to Congress taking swift action on
this important issue.
Sincerely,
The Military Coalition
(Signatures enclosed)
Cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
The Honorable Charles Schumer
The Honorable Kevin McCarthy

Air Force Association
AMVETS (American Veterans)
Army Aviation Association of America
AMSUS, the Society of Federal Health Professionals
Association of the United States Navy
Chief Warrant & Warrant Officers Association, USCG
Commissioned Officers Association of the U.S. Public Health Service, Inc.
Fleet Reserve Association
Gold Star Wives
Iraq & Afghanistan Veterans of America
Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America
Marine Corps League
Marine Corps Reserve Association
Military Officers Association of America
Military Order of the Purple Heart
National Guard Association of the United States
National Military Family Association
Naval Enlisted Reserve Association
Non Commissioned Officers Association
Reserve Officers Association
Service Women’s Action Network
The Military Chaplains Association of the United States of America
The Retired Enlisted Association
Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors
United States Army Warrant Officers Association
United States Coast Guard Chief Petty Officers Association
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States
Vietnam Veterans of America
Wounded Warrior Project
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